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The Eloquent Shakespeare: A Pronouncing Dictionary for the Complete
Dramatic Works with Notes to Untie the Tongue by Gary Logan

- This is the best, most comprehensive pronunciation dictionary for
Shakespeare out there. Not sure about how a word should be
pronounced? Look it up here! If you’re not familiar with the international
phonetic alphabet (IPA), there’s a guide on the bottom of every page, and
contextual notes for many entries. An incredible resource!

Shakespeare’s Wordcraft by Scott Kaiser
- The definitive book on all things rhetoric, words, and the devices Shakespeare uses

throughout his plays- a Shakespeare nerd’s dream! But seriously, even if you don’t geek out
about language in classical texts, like me, this book is so well laid out and easy to
understand, and breaks down everything you’ve ever wanted to know about Shakespeare’s
language, from couplets to curses, to repeated consonants!

Freeing Shakespeare’s Voice by Kristin Linklater
- It may help to already be familiar with Kristin’s voice work and to have read

Freeing the Natural Voice before using this book, but either way, it’s chock full of
practical exercises that will take you through her work, and at times make you feel
as is she’s right there in the room speaking to you. Kristin was one of the most
incredible teachers I’ve ever had the privilege to work with, and this book is a
gorgeous legacy.

Shakespeare Lexicon and Quotation Dictionary by Alexander Schmidt
- Okay, this one is a book, but it’s also fantastic because you can get the whole thing for FREE

online at: Alexander Schmidt, Shakespeare Lexicon and Quotation Dictionary, A, , A, . Just type
any word you want to look up into the search engine, and it will give you the entry for not only
Schmidt’s dictionary, but also C.T. Onions’ A Shakespeare Glossary, and Alexander Dyce’s A
General Glossary to Shakespeare’s Words. I think Shmidt’s is the best, because it’s the most
comprehensive, but it’s great that you get three different opinions side by side with this online
resource! Many words have changed meaning since Shakespeare’s time, so when you’re not
quite sure what a certain passage means, pop some of the words in here and see if any of their
meanings might enlighten you!

Shakespeare A to Z by Charles Boyce
- The ultimate reference book for anything related to Shakespeare! This book

contains fantastic synopsis of all the plays (including scene by scene
breakdowns and a blurb about each of the characters!), historical and
biographical facts, and just about anything you’d ever want to know when
doing research for a role.

And that’s it! With these five resources, you have everything you need to tackle that speech, or entire
play, that you’re working on! Have fun!
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